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Welcome to the second Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) for Somerset. 

When the first JSNA was completed in 2008 we commented that it was not a ‘static 

document’ and referred to the JSNA as an ‘ongoing process’, as it has proved, with 

two locally-focussed Joint Needs Assessments (JNAs) carried out in 2009 for 

Glastonbury and Street and 2010 for West Somerset. 

The Government has placed great emphasis on the quality of content in the JSNA 

and its importance in shaping services to meet the needs of the local population.  

No need exists in isolation1: the health and wellbeing of all citizens is shaped by the 

social and environmental determinants they experience throughout their life.  

Ultimately, reducing health inequalities and improving outcomes will rely on the 

leadership of local government, working with our partners and the public through the 

new Health and Wellbeing Board. The work of the Board will include developing a 

new Health & Wellbeing Strategy for Somerset, setting agreed priorities for 

improving health outcomes and  working hard to ensure that commissioning – across 

local government and the NHS - is brought together to deliver the right results 

locally. 

Somerset’s JSNA 2011 contains updated information on our health, social and 

environmental influences, how current need is being met, existing health inequalities, 

and the experiences and views of local people. It also examines two key themes 

which are housing, and health and wellbeing in the older population (including a 

focus on older carers and the over 85 age group).  

The new county-wide JSNA is now available as an e-tool (not requiring log-in), with 

commentary on the SINe website www.sine.org.uk and data accessible via the 

INFORM website www.sine.org.uk/inform. Key information will be available in the 

form of a paper summary and will be distributed widely across Somerset. 

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the contributors who have 

supported the development of our JSNA and make it such a vital source of 

information for our commissioners, the new Health and Wellbeing Board and wider 

audiences. 

 

 

                                            
1 JSNA toolkit: A Springboard for Action - April 2011  
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